
United States Department of State 



Washington, D.C, 20520 
MAR 0 5 2008 



Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Please find enclosed the answer to the question taken by Ambassador 
David M. Satterfield at the March 4, 2008 hearing. 

If we can be of further assistance to you, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 



Enclosure: 

As stated. 



The Honorable 

Gary Ackerman, Chairman, 

Subcommittee on the Middle East and South Asia, 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives. 



Sincerely, 




Jeffrey T. Bergner 
Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 



4 March 2008. 
Ambassador Dayid M, S^lterfielfl.' 

Otairman Ackermaii: Does the Administratioii believ.eatfaas-'the 
CQnstitutit>ital authority to contirtEe^Gombat opei-alaip^s in jraq..beyo^d the, 
end of this year absent explicit additionafauttonzata 

Ambassador Satterfield: The United States remains actively 1 engaged" 
in our efforts, to assist the Iraqi people in their transition to a working 
democracy that will be a source of stability in .'the region and that will not 
pose a threat to the national security of the, United States pr to our allied 
Whether or not the authorization for me-Multi-National Force in Iraq in 
United; Nations Security Council Resdlutipn (UNSCR) 1790 (2007) is 
extended, the US. military has the authority to continue its mission beyond 
the end of this year under the laws passed by Congress and thePresident's 
authority as Commander in Chief Under the Constitution. Congress 
expressly authorized the use of force to "defend the national security of the 
United States agamst the continuing threat posed by Iraq" as well as to 
enforce all relevant UNSCRs concerning Iraq. PubX. T07-243 (Oct. 1.6., 
2002). Congress; also has authorized theJPresident to use all necessary and 
appropriate force against nations, Organizatidns, or persohs involyed in the 



■Seftemtet 1,1, 2001 attacks oil the tilted States, "in order to present any 
future .acts .of intein^^ States" %- -those 

same -entities. PubJL. 10?-4tt (Sept. -13S, 2001% OnMarcf % 20&% when 
the President made the determinations j^uirjed by Pub.L* 1.07-24-1, -Me 
determined that-thfetailitary operations -in Iraq-were "consistent with the 
10nited;Sktes and other .countries continuing t& t»k& the necessary actions 
against intemational terrorists aitd-terrorist organizafiOfl^Mcladml'^ose' 
nations, organizations,, or persons who planned,, authorized,- committed, or 
aMed the terronstattaeks that.-.oCcurrejd o,rt.September 1,1^ 1001" In 
addition^ Cbngressfias repeatedly provided fundingrfoftthe Iraq war, both in 
regular appropriations cycles and in supplemental appropriations. 



